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CFFTCE CF SELECTMEN

MUNICIPALITY OF FREEDOM
P,O, Box *-_*-

FREEDOIA, A^AINE o4ed'l

Freedorn, I'taine
Aug. ?8, 1992

SaIlyann & Charles Hadyniak
2tB i'Jashington Ave.
Cartaret, N.J. 07008

Re: 0IIie Wardr/Beaver Ridge Road, Irreedom, Maine

This is a reply to your l.etter of Augu-<t 17th. concerning the status

of tlre road leading to your property on Eeaver HilI. .

0n lvlarch 3, L956 the fown of Freedore, at their annual Town itleeting,

voted to discontinue the road from 0Ilie Vlard's place to over Beaver
Hi11.

Mr. Kenneth Reed, President of Land & l,og Corp. knew the status of this

road before he sold thr 1a4d to you.

S incerely,
Sel-eetmen of 'I'otvn of Freedom
Har:o-'r-d Ivlitqhell
-rt/ 6**t</,/fr/,,1.LLt,
Janes Phillips

..,.7..".-t<.t.";/t.r./.l rr,L
,...lvleIdon Turne'r Jr.

P.S. The road from OIIie Ward's residence to your property on Beaver

Ridge would qualify as an abandoned road.' the Statutes of a ra0d, &I"lY

road that hasn't had any rndj.ntainance done by the town for thirty five

years reverts back to the land owners as an abandoned road. I have been

road commissioner and acting commissioner for fortyryears and I have not

done or had any work done on this road.

Sincereiy, ' "1"
Harord Mitchel I v*-a+a-d/ nLt6'i"u=
First Selectman & acting Road Comrnissioner
Town of Freedorn, Maine
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l're ednln , i*la irre
5 rr I;ternber2lt, L992

iE.r'011ie Ward/Beaver Ridge Road

laIIy Ann & Charles Hadyniak.
ItB Vllashington Ave.
iartare-,, N. J. 07008

rt r.eplir io your Ietter, I wiIl try to ansvier J,our quesiions , concernirrg
:he status of this road.

ii1estiol I; ?his road was discontinued from OIIie's resldence East io' junction of road'f eaaing to rinder Beaver Hill Road, ;/hich.
is just down over the hifl from the last house on the. road.
The rest oi tyre road that cr)nt,inues East by your propertv

: could be considered an abandoned road. I beleive you would
have a right to controL th:-s roaci by a gate and permlssion
only signi" Snowmobilers enio:r this route over the hill 

"

iuestion ?t The-procedure for tolns to accept. a road for maintenance
ist Road must be at ieast eight6en feet wit1e, including
shoulders, eighteen irrches of gravel upon a.solid sub. base.
aLso culv6rts-and ditchesto malie. pr'oper drainage " This would
have to be okayed by the Selectmen anC J)fanning.Board" Then
it would be inierted.irr an articie'at Town tileeting, to accept
or reject.

l),' thoughts at this timel .AlI towns are in an €)conomy.grunci], and I
'6ef thit voters woutd refrain from accepting any new }iability at this
,imeo However, tr feel that maybe in the future, as Tor? people.build,
,n these aband6ned and ctosed -roads, the 0ounty Commissioners will demand
,he towns to reopen these roads r.o the pubiic.
.he name,'FIat Landers" for out oi'stat peo;l)-e got started bv some one wlth

big mouth and not much respect for therrselves. l beleive the most of our
i'ti[ens sometimes 'refeer to out cf' s tatel's as " Flatt Landers" but do not
€arr &D)/ disrespect. 

"

have served in Town Government for fifty plr.ts years and have had some
ut of staters on varj-ous commitT,eesf'or the- [ovrn, and they are highly
e.p"cted, I think the people of Freedolrr arrd lta1do County wil.l be respect-
'uI and you can make many friends. Hgpe this 'l etter introduces some of
he Towni problems that we are now goirrri throu6Eh.

fhese*a rq ..ny--th.o,ugh t s r
.:t tlrouEhts are coni.ng irqm !-n.e rnou{h of a n eight.y, rw9 year .oId .T.4t1!-.

rro islcompleti,.gl'foqTy-seveil yearF q' ugIqgl;rnrtn, sixty. year!. a! *r'I:g]:I!I,:1*i""-guid; and'5ver rirty yeals'as Road cbmmissioner or actrng commlBSloner
or the selectrnen. SchooI"nirector and varjous other town conmitteeso As

hese roads "r""" discontinued in the fifties, I stated''at:-ther:time'rthat as

ne town Srows these roads will be reopened, Again, I wish you and youl- Son

he best of luck on Eeaver Ridgeo.:'Also would liiie to say that 6Llp nstives
re friendlY caring PeoPIe.

S i I c e re Iy., I q.u,I,u-,, -

.,,'', . l.; t/'t!i\ ?i:'i'

Harolci lt'litchell.
Se.l,ecrrlIIISIl
'l'rrv,,n of Frnedom
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Ereedom, Maine
June 2Q, 1 996

Mr. & Mrs, Charles Hadyniak

2i B Washingt,on Avenue

Carteret, New ,.Iersey

Dear Charles and Sally:

This retter is to try to c.I ear up t)re confusion about your road-
r wil} try to explain once again about the status of this:oad.
November 9, 1948, we the selectrnen appliecl to Lhe county cornmiss-
ioners Lo cLose the road for w.i,ter,.T1llte,-,alcg-onl_y. The yearc:;
of 1955 t'he Town voted to discontinue this road from oley 1Jard's,
residence, approximately * mire to the road reading to under Beaver

road reading from this road under Beaver Hirr that
Hilr, by your property is an abandoned road. Land

leads o\'er Beaver

owners c,$rn to the
oenter of thls road and the Town has no control over thls.

The procedure to accept a road for maintenance: Eoad must have 1 B

feet of traveJ- lane, 2 foot shoul-der on each slde. Road overall-?{
wourd be 2? feet wide. cur-verts must be placed where needed and.

ditched to eatlsfaction of serectmen and planning board, rf the
Town voted to accept maintenance of Lhis road, it would be controlled
by the Town es a public way.

Hope this clears up the confgsion.

Slncerely,

Jq Qa.*/:'/ ,//i tit;',,t

!hat .,,, 
"$'Br,iyrlr!Fi,-rllii,,qlr llt'' i-



rlicl zvt-.JrJZ-btt t ll(c,(:l,,Lil/r . L(,rt{ IJr r ILr: rqqc al
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SelecErulr's 64s6i'iol

Torvn of Frscdom

SePtaober 9'794?

H.gfrYJ:Xl'l*r*"'J' loowlrcn' R' Knowrton' E' Lrnselv' P'

ffi r,iJ,Yrrmeailns*r:1,'n'::,t..t:Y:.::::*'';lyt6'n"'u
i*,euo-ttatlrzir:*:;;;; piat't'n' beittg presentd a wu nmored')

Preslding:
Prcscnt:

t.Thrthirdsolectm.snrcponedreceiyingawrittenrcQonscfromMMAresardingthe
s*rus of riu road, gssic,ily MMA advisrd ;;.ffi; tl',at ti,e road wu now privatt

prap'rry arrd thar *V JU,I,Jt toulO prr, nit ot-f* *tion of tlre road' MMA advised

ttrc town tp leevc ,, t tfr" tf OL"tt tn $* rliscontinued portion of thc road t0 create

trcir own {greemenrs rrgrding posting signs ort onc utother's prop{rty' The firsi

sclectrnan noted tfiat Or*t-" *iO is poltrd-x privatc fie tcwn canfiot provide

ernergercy snow rsrnoy*t essitcance. The wootls anrl Hedyniaks will be notified of the

MMA opinlon.

2. Ths selectmen asscmbled and approved the walfant,

3, In a revlew of corosporrdence, tho srcond selcctrnart brought fonlard a lctter from
the Malnc Old Ccnrefry Associalion, which celled attention to the sorry stdte of the
grave of Thomas Parrrcry in thc Penney family cemctcry on Mitchcli Roed. Tht letter
cited legisluion on Mainc books rcquiring care of veuran Braves in narcient or public

ccmetcries,' Th! third selecrnm volunteered to wrirc rc MOCA to sce If $cre is

samplc srticle tanguagc rvalteble, All sclecunen weIE soncerncd about fie liabili8 of
mt caring for veteran graves but aiso for the obligation to locate vetcran graves in
priv$s md potentially inaccessiblc ccmeteries.

4. Ounrrar Woud stoppcd by to ask if tlrere rtere plans for road work ort his portion of
Cmsepcckcr Rldge Road, Tlr first selecuflafl said t]rat lhe only work.slatcd was

cutting bach somi brush to iricreasc visibilily, Wood aiso asked about solid wastr
disposal for the town. The drird selccunan cxplained the syscm for whitc goocls at ttre

Uniry whiU goods dump, brown goods in town during semi-ennual pickups. and *ro
]ack of rcgirrral solufion for tires and demolitlon debris. the selec$nen agreed to have

rhe third sclegtman contecr Sullivan Wa,ste Disposal to set a date for a fall brown goods

plckup.

5, TtE third sclecman notcd ther she is unrvailablc to mo$ on Sept, 13 to finalire

abaEmcnts, Thp ieleCunen agreed trc meel on Saturday, Septtrmber 20 instead.

6. There was gcncral discussion as to rhc cause for rhe number of exoltrd resldenls

crpecting varionrs pelicions to be presented at tlre se.lectmen's moeting, Reportcr for the
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Town of Freedom
P.O. Box BB

Freedom, Maine A4941

To:
From:

Re:

. Date:

Walter Woods, Sallyann and Charles Hadyniak, Lynn and Chubk llaOyniak/
Freedom Board of Selecrnen

Status of Beaver Ridge Road and Pennission to Post Signs

September 16, 1997

Aruched is a copy of thp opinion rendererl by tbe lvlaine Municipal Association legal

deparunen',. The board of selectrnen inreqpret ttris opinion to mean that the

d.iscontinued portion of the road has revened to the abutting property owners. As you

can se6 by the end of the first paragraph, MMA has advised dre town not to take a role

in private civil matters regarding tlie posting of sigru, aithough it makes clear the right

of each property owner to post his or her section of the road '

The board of selectrnen feel thar the spirir and intenr of rhe original anicie calling for
discontinuance in 1956 permitred the continued access to property by using the road,

i.e., the priVate DaflJre Of a Section of the road would not prevent propprry ownprs

furtber along from using the road to access their land. The boa:'d also' feels thar once

any discontinued road is posted"as private, the town cannot provide emergency road

usistance o residents on the road. Emergency winter road assisunce has been

rendered in the past in a 'neighborly" fashion, but such actjon could not continue on a

postd way,


